Carolyn Valenti of Queen Anne’s Lace in Dalton, Mass.

picture perfect
weddings winner

THE JUNE 1999 WEDDING OF SARAH HOGUE
and Lance Palmer, held av the Cranwell Resort in
Lenox, Mass., was the big winner for Carolyn
Valentl, whose education in fashion design and busi-
ness have contributed to the success of her design

business, Queen Anne'’s Lace.

FROM VOLUNTEER TO AWARD WINNER

A little more than six years ago, Ms. Valenti was busi-
ly volunteering with her community groups, decorat-
ing for special events and activities, when someone

familiar with her volunteer decorating wanted 1o hire

her. That was Ms. Valentis first paying [loral design
job, and thats when she realized she could make money doing what she loved; thus,
Queen Annes Lace was born.

Mz, Valentis company, specializing exclusively in weddings and special events, now
averages about 35 weddings per vear. Abowt half of these are local couples who've heard
about Cugen Anne’s Lace and have come to Ms. Valenti on recommendations from sat-

isfied customers. The other hall of Ms. Valentis brides are New Yorkers who migrate 1o

the Berkshires, a Massachuseits resort area, during the summer months,

When brides book events at any of the area’s wop wedding spots, such as the Cranwell
Resort where the Hogue-Palmer wedding took place, they receive a packet with conact
information on recommended wedding suppliers. Queen Annes Lace is one of several
floral supplicrs, but Ms. Valenti says she’s often chosen over the others listed because she
is able to devote all her time and atention 1o making each bride’s imponant day special.

“1 avoid scheduling more than one wedding per week,” says our contest winner, “so
that entire week. my time is devoted exclusively 1o that bride.” Brides appreciate
Ms. Valentis undivided atention during the planning momhs as well, and they leel

confident that every last detail will be anended w

THE HOGUE-PALMER EVENT

A vear-and-a-half before the wedding date, Ms. Valenti was already planning the
event with the bride and her mother, bath of whom are avid gardeners and who want-
ed the wedding Mlowers to be memorable.

Simoe the bridesmaids were weaning dresses in pale green, Ms. Valenti recommended
a pink color palette, which would photograph well and would complement the color of
the dresses. The bride chose pinks, creams, and peaches and wanted 1o include peonies,
her favorite garden Mlower. The colors would also stand out well at the outdoor ceremo-
ny and would coordinate beautifully with the décor of the Cranwell Ballroom, where the
reception was held. The resulis were indeed beauriful!

Congratulations to Ms. Valenti and her design and set-up staff, as well as to Sarah and
Lance Palmer, whose |‘.-i-;'Lu'rl.'-pL'|‘fL‘n.'[ wedding, priced av just under §5,000, helped

ween Annes Lace win a portable gazebo from B & C Mornensen Wood Products, Inc
I B

Photography by Edward Acker, Lenox, Mass.
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picture perfect weddings honorahle mentions

Betty Laniri, Party House,
Fayetteville, Ark.

The May 1, 1999 wedding of Morist
Beuy Lanins daughter, Sabrina, was a
very special event for the 20-year indus-
try veteran. Since the bride and groom

are both medical doctors serving surgery

residencies, they had linde time 1o attend
to the details of the imponam event, So

Ms. Lanir, acting as both florist and

mather of the bride, created a romantic
outdoor sewing and a seated dinner—
fulfilling the brides only two requests
From there, the florist/mom used her
imagination. Ms. Lanin ordered 50 pots
of white hydrangeas from her wholesale
Morist a year in advance and 5.000 roses
[rom South America. She also used
peonies from her garden and grew hang-
ing English ivy just for the occasion
According to Ms, Laniris estimates, the

tolal floral bill, at retail, would have

been more than $10,000

Gail Briggs, Just Needed Her
Touch, Irving, Texas

The pavilion of the Four Seasons
Howel in Irving, Texas, was the senting lor
this ]n|} 24, 1999 wedding created by
Gail HI[]"‘\‘.‘-\ Although the bride wanted a
garden wedding, she felt Texas' scorching
July sun might ruin the event, so she
chose the pavilion, which has lots of nat-
ural light streaming through its many
windows. The bnde, whaose [avonte col-
ors are yellow and blue, wanted garden
style designs 1o evoke an outdoor feel

The groom is an avid goller, and sinc
the ceremony and reception ok place
near the Four Seasons goll club, the
bride and groom made their getaway ina
Noral-decorated goll cart. The retail cost
for this fun summer wedding was just

under 54,000

(Lomiinucd on
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Picture Perfect Weddings
(Continued from page 94)
Larry Masters, AIFD, aned
Michael Huebner, AIFD,
The Flower Studio, Lid.,
Milwaukee

A July 4, 1999 wedding in
Milwaukee wins an honorable mention
for The Flower Studio. With a price tag
of 23,000, this event was one of our
contests most elaborate

The bride, who wore an ivory gown,
wanted white and ivory llowers 1o com
plement her dress, For her bouguet,
she wanted roses, lilics-of-the-valley,
and ivy. The groom wore a lily-of-the-
valley houtonniere

All of the Nowers used 10 decorate

cercmony sie were transferred o
the reception, which was held in the
Grand Ballroom of the Milwaukee
Athletic Club. In tetal, 180 yards ol
vory satin [abric were used 1o decorate
the aisle of the church and the staircase

of the club
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Amber Hardin, Burge Flower
Shop, Inc., Asheboro, N.C.

With its noteworthy reception site,
lhe Carolina Theater in Greenshoro
M.C., this August wedding in Asheboro,
MN.C. caught our attention

The brides father, who is presidem ol
Gilmore Plamt and Bulb in Julian, N.C
loaned the forists approximately $9,000
worth of foliage plams and shrubs which
were used 1o decorate both the extenor
and interior of the theaer. The stage,
which served as the dance Mloor, was sur
rounded by tall trees and rows ol plants
and other greenery, creating a garden-like
atmosphere

An additional $15,000 in Noral prod
ucts and rental props completed the
beautiful décor, which helped 10 trans
form the old theaer inmto an elegamt

reception venue
{Continued on page 98)
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picture perfect weddings

DESEE BOBELDYE, UNCOLN VILAGE FLORAL &
GIFTS, HOLLAND, MICH,

PAT WALKER, ALL DCCASION FLORAL, ST

(Continwed on page 100)
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picture perfect weddings
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SYIVIA DREV, CREATIVE ARRANGEMENTS BY
TUCSON, ARLT

Comtinued on page
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picture perfect weddings

WLLODENE RERNARD, BERNARD i
SSELL SPROVGS, KY

AD
£

ELvACJANE PEELER, LOYAITON I-HJ\.H!ALV AND

ri AWER SHOP LOYALTON, C ALY ? '
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Thanks 1o these and all the other
entrants for making "Picture Perfect
Weddings” a tremendous success
Joyce A, Brown
Siloam Flowers & Gifts,

Siloam Springs, Ark

Jan Boyd

lan's Flower & Gift Barn, Parter, Okla
Brenda K. Rudd

Alexandna’s Garden & Gifits,
Enoxville, Tenn

Betey Rick
Betsy's Bouquets, Wyoming, N.Y

Michelle Fowler

Image Custom Floral Design, Salem, Ore
Karen Brown

Memories In Bloom, Houston, Texas
Linda Frost and Cindy Fink

Just Between Us, Harvey, N.D

Frank 1. Smith

Ar-Kay Florist, Brunswick, Ohio

Army Loving

Minshall the Florst, Inc.,

St. Petersburg, Fla

Marsha Laubscher

Its Your Day, Howard, Pa

Patncia Taira

Mary's Flowers & Gifts, Florence, 5.0
Jerry Thomas

Gaila Events, Malone, N.Y

Climt Miller

Flow

s on Patterson, Valdosta, Ga
Carol Cline

Shenandoah Summat Floral,
Shenandoah, lowa

Charhe and Laura Rodngues
Leshe's Garden, Isabela, Puerto Rico

Leshe Hay

lis1
Leshe's, Waterville, Wash

Debbie Hofiman and Donna Nachbauer
Family Flowers, Cincinnati, Chio

Heather Simms and Elaine Cody
The Nosegay, Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Lynnette Litw

The Flower Garden, Carson City, Mich
Jane Edwards & Wanda Castell
Angelo Flonist & Flower Market,
Eenosha, Wis

J. Anne Miller

Cottage Floral & Gifts, Lours
Debbie Azzalina

Redshaw’s Flower Shop, Sparta, N.J

le, Ohio

Cathenne Wood
Victonian Gardens, Dallas, Texas
Cindy Threlkeld
Bloom
Maureen Stew
Gramd harg

g Creations, Marceline, Mo

art
, Obd Bridge, N.). W
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